274         ENGLISH   VOYAGES   TO   THE   CARIBBEAN
cairns and the voyage was a little tiresome. We reached the Sonda
de las Tortugas on July 13.
That night, all my convoy being together, as we passed through
the Sonda steering southeast, Martin dc Ygararan's ship, of which
Juan Gayon was pilot, waited until an hour after nightfall and then,
for no known reason, turned the other way and steered west. When
day broke and we counted the ships I observed that it was missing.
I waited all that day, hoping that it would come up. When it did
not 1 proceeded (p. 2) on my course, for the pilots thought that it
must have gone ahead. Next day in the afternoon T sighted land and
in order to make the port early I lay to and assembled my ships.
Off the Mesa del Marien, six leagues from the harbour, we dis-
covered nine ships converging upon Castillo's ship. Although we
all thought that this must be Diego de la Ribera, who would be on
guard at that point, I turned upon them and they immediately took
another tack and fell back.
In view of the large amount of treasure on board my ships and
because to do otherwise was not only to risk the treasure but, further,
to risk making Havana at all, the season being so far advanced, 1
went into the port and there found Diego de la Ribera with his
armada ready, he told me, to go out that day after the corsairs in
order to clear the way for me. They had been waiting there three
days and had come up within half a league of El Morro.
When I learned that Ygararan's ship had not come in, which had
on board plate belonging to His Majesty and to private individuals,
nor Agustin de Paz's, which carried no plate in its manifest, I asked
Ribera to pursue these corsairs and clear the way for those two ships.
He said that now that I had come in he would not go out without His
Majesty's order. I demanded that he should go out or, if not, give
me four or six vessels of his armada that I might do so, while my
vice-admiral and he unloaded and stored all the plate my ships had
brought in the fortress, as His Majesty commanded, and overhauled
and made them ready to sail. (p. 3) If men, subsistence or munitions
were lacking, I would supply these from my vessels and leave that
night. It was resolved not to do so. I appealed to Gampmaster Juan
de Texeda in vain. And so the corsairs hung about for four days.
At the end of that time Agustin de Paz and Ygararan and many
other persons came into Havana in a boat with the news that the
corsairs had taken them and seven other ships of the Santo Domingo
fleet and had steered for England, having given them that boat in
which to come to Havana.
Forthwith I arrested Juan Gayon, pilot, for having steered off his